HOW  THE  FEUDAL  SYSTEM  DEVELOPED

Norway in vessels with complements of forty to sixty men, had sailed
up die rivers of the West and had established, in the valley of die Seine
and in Calvados, an independent State, the Duchy of Normandy. In the
soudi, Saracen raids continued, leaving nothing but towns stripped of
their people, young girls carried off into slavery, monasteries burned to
the ground, farm lands abandoned. Everywhere for lack of people the
forests were creeping back over the clearings. Wild animals threatened
the villages. Small landholders, peasants, observing that administration
of a great empire after die Roman fashion was no longer feasible, asked
local governments to ensure the defence of the land against brigands
and pirates.

The skeleton of such governments already existed. It was built of counts,
marquises and dukes, all the warriors who had been granted domains
or given commands. These soldiers, at least, were able to defend the
regions they governed against the invaders. And to help them they had
their vassals to whom they had given fiefs or lands held in faith. Then the
vassal in turn had vassals of his own, the vassi vassomm, the vavasours.
'Those who were not sufficiendy rich to equip themselves and to surround
themselves widi the necessary number of servants and horses contributed
by groups of three, four or six to the support of a horseman. From top
to bottom of die system, as each lord summoned his vassals and hastened
to the aid of his suzerain, armies took shape which, at least dieoretically,
gadiered together all the vital forces of the nation .. /1 In short, the
procedure is comparable with what would happen if, in a modern
army, the President of the United States were to set up the general com-
manding an Army Corps as Governor of Austria, with rights of succes-
sion vested in die general's son, and if the general were to apportion the
land among his colonels, who in turn would divide dieir domains among
the captains, the local inhabitants accepting this regime out of fear of
anarchy. And so the feudal system built itself up, slowly and uncon-
sciously, throughout die West, and continued so to do as long as disorder
moved the weak to wish to secure for themselves the protection of the
strong. This system took on very different forms. Inheritance of a fief
was never automatic, but neither the king nor the suzerain ever refused
investiture to die child of a loyal vassal.

Litde by litde feudal property everywhere acquired the same essential

characteristics. The owner obtained within his domains rights which had

formerly been those of the State: the right of dispensing justice, of levying
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